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 For years Philip believed in God as a supernatural Being or Person. And for years he 
believed he was experiencing God as a supernatural Person. But now he wondered: “What if I’m 
personalizing the impersonal? What if I’m projecting personality onto godly or life-enhancing 
principles the way some people project ‘mother earth’ onto the earth?” 
 Philip used mother earth language all the time. But he used it as a metaphor—a metaphor for 
the life-giving nature of the earth, and as a reminder to treat the earth as he treated his own 
mother, with love and respect. He didn’t believe the earth was a living, conscious being itself, 
though he wished it was.   
 He wished the earth was a person that could rise up against those who are abusing and raping 
it. He wished it could take back what it gives us—literally and immediately, rather than 
metaphorically and gradually. But he didn’t experience the earth as a living, conscious being, so 
he didn’t believe it was such a being, though he respected people who do. 
 “Whether or not the earth is a person,” said Philip, “it is obviously something that is greater 
than I am. My very existence depends on ‘her.’ The food I eat, the water I drink, the air I breathe, 
all come from the earth or its atmosphere. If it did not exist, I would not exist, along with all 
other humans and all other life forms on the planet.” 
 Philip had long realized that what matters is not whether we use mother earth language, or 
whether we personify the earth, but how we treat the earth. That is why, in this area, he always 
felt a greater kinship with New Age or New Spirituality thinkers who respect the earth than with 
many people of his own faith background who treat the earth as something to be used and 
dominated. 
 “What if God is a metaphor as well,” he wondered. “A metaphor for Goodness, for life-
enhancing values that underlie healthy relationships, for the goodness of Life itself, when it is 
not twisted by suffering, pain or death? Then what matters is not whether we use the right God 
language, or even any God language. What matters is not whether we personify Goodness. What 
matters is how we relate to Goodness, whether we seek to live by Goodness, and how we 
incarnate or put flesh and bones on Goodness in our world.” 
 Philip often wrote the word “Goodness” with a capital “G.” It was his way of meaning more 
than just aspiring to be good. He meant bowing to Goodness the way religious people bow to 
God. He meant letting Goodness in all its forms—love, justice, compassion, mercy, kindness, 
etc.—guide and govern his life the way many faiths say God should govern our lives. 
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